Virology. Probing HIV's elusive activities within the host cell.
Once inside a host cell, HIV must make its way to the nucleus in order to replicate, but until now, its journey has largely been uncharted territory. As researchers begin to explore this landscape a common theme is emerging: Soon after viruses enter cells, they enlist components of their hosts to assist them in their journey. Now, in what is being called one of the most exciting frontiers in AIDS research, preliminary findings on how HIV enters cell nuclei are giving AIDS researchers new leads on possible drug targets to fight the ever-mounting epidemic.